
Selective Color 

 

1. Select a photo you’d like to use for this project. An ideal photo would have a 

subject that has color in it, as this will highlight the colorful areas and make it 

even more interesting/the focal point. Open the photo in Photoshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Create a LAYER MASK using the layer window and clicking on the black/white 

circle symbol at the bottom. This will open your layer mask filters- select 

HUE/SATURATION. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. This will create a second layer called Hue/Saturation.  

 

 

 

 

4. Turn the saturation bar all the way down. 

 

 

 

5. Select the brush  tool from the tool bar. Change the size at the top using the 

drop down menu. Start with the size at 150 px and the hardness at 50%. Adjust as 

needed for your image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. Click the small black and white squares at the bottom of the tool bar. This will 

reset the colors to exactly white and exactly black. Otherwise, it won’t work. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

7. Click the little arrow next to the little black and white squares to switch them so 

black is on the top and white is on the bottom. The colors at the bottom of the 

toolbar should look like this. 

 

 

 

 

8. Erase over the areas that you would like to put color back into the photo. This 

will create “holes” in the layer mask that you can see the color through.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There is a small version of it in the white square in your layers panel- you will see 

black shapes appear that match your brush strokes. 

 

 

 

9. If you need to undo any of your adding of color- to change the image area back to 

black and white, just switch the colors to put the white on top and the black on 

the bottom of the eraser tool by using the arrows in the upper right corner. 
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